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Sub ° Sur ¢ Face 


Yan Geng 


MFA candidate 


My art deals with the human face. It does so in an abstract way. I don’t believe that the face itself 
really shows us very much truth on the surface. My exploration constitutes an attempt to give up 


the surface and to enter into the “subsurface”. 


In reality people seem like performances on stage. This is explored in my works through the use of 


light behind the figure, which turns the background into a “human stage”. 


On this “stage” people’s interior psyche is concealed by their exterior emotions. My various 
feelings concerning this psychological aspect within my work are expressed primarily through the 
use of spontaneous gestural painting. Instead of a more familiar rendering approach describing the 
physical features of specific human faces, this gestural approach is used to portray hints of deeper 
psychological states within a traditional portrait format. Hence, there are no facial features, no 
ages, no genders, and no nationalites in these faces. Additionally, the color suggests further human 
traits and psychological states. All of the connections in the paintings are intended to make 
viewers think about and experience the inner life beneath the surface of these “faces”. 


Consequently, my paintings are psychological portraits rather than physical portraits. 


My concern with integrating techniques of abstract painting with figural subjects is stimulated by 
an attempt to foster an increasingly open-minded approach to making art. By combining these two, 
sometimes mutually exclusive spheres of representation in this way, I hope to constitute a new 


way of representing the human psyche. 
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Affability 
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4, Hallucination 


Hysterical 


Sincere 


MEDIUM 


Acrylic and Oil 
on Masonite 


Acrylic and Oil 
on Masonite 
Acrylic and Oil 
on Masonite 
Acrylic and Oil 
on Canvas 


Acrylic and Oil 
on Masonite 


Acrylic and 
Plaster on 


DATE 


2008.4 


2008.11 


2008.8 


SIZE 


36"X24" 


48"X36.25" 


48"X39.75" 


2008.4 


2008.10 


36"X24" 


33"X24" 


40”X24” 


Acrylic and Oil 
Stay Warm 2008.11 
on Canvas 
Acrylic and Oil 
Fatigued 
on Canvas 


canvas 
Acrylic and Oil 
Mask . 2008.12 56.5"X34.5" 
on Linen 
‘ Acrylic and Oil 
8. Peeking II 2008.11 24.25”X36.75” 
on Canvas 
: Acrylic and Oil 
a: Tenacious ; 2008.10 24"X24" 
on Linen 
: Acrylic and Oil 
10. Agitated : 2008.8 36"X24" 
on Masonite 
, Acrylic and Oil 
1 Peeking [| 2008.11 24.2”X32.3” 
on Canvas 
= 
Acrylic and Oil 
1 Adolescent [ 2008.8 24"X24" 
on Canvas 
. Acrylic and Oil 
13 Aggressive ; 2008.11 35.8”°X24.2” 
on Masonite 
Acrylic and Oil 
Lost 2008.6 59”X36” 
on Canvas 
Acrylic and Oil 
Anticipation 2008.10 35.5"X24" 
on Canvas 
Acrylic and Oil 
Sending Off ; 2009.1 46.75” X36.5” 
on Linen 
; Acrylic and Oil a 
iG Bowing out : 2008.11 48 “X35.5” 
on Linen 


54.25"X41.25" 


2008.11 


37"X48" 


Acrylic and Oil 
20 Perplexed ; 2008.12 hep Goht vay” 
es Ih on Linen 
Acrylic and Oil 
Pal Exhausted ‘ 2008.12 57°X39.5" 
on Linen 
ee 
a Acrylic and Oil 
22 Insidious % 2009.1 60.75"X35.5" 
on Linen 
ee - 4. mI — 
Oil and Acrylic 
23 Adolescent II : 2008.10 Olaf eXk41\o 
on Linen 
A Acrylic and Oil 
24 Panicky ; 2008.12 Shape oye 7h 
on Linen 
Acrylic and Oil 
25 Reach Forward 2008.6 48"X34" 
on Canvas 
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Affability Acrylic and Oilon Masonite 2008.4 36°X24" 


Acrylic and Oil on Masonite 2008.11 48"X36.25" 


Hysterical zzAcrylic and Oil on Masonite 2008.4 33"X24" 


Unease Acrylic and Oil on Masonite 2008.8 48"X39.75" 


Hallucination 


Aggressive Acrylic and Oil on Masonite 2008.11 35.8”X24.2” 


Mask Acrylic and Oil on Linen 2008.12 56.5"X34.5" 


Sincere Acrylic and Plaster on Masonite 2008.10 40”X24” 
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Tenacious’ Acrylic and Oilon Linen 2008.10 24"X24" 


Pes area 0, 
a wr! gut 
a pt 
Ww 
_— a 


Dea = <y 
eRe eens 


Aerie cm 


<p 
N 
< 
Te) 
(oe) 
a 
06 
r=) 
=) 
N 


d Oil on Masonite 


tated Acrylic an 


/ 


Ag 


Peeking! Acrylic and Oilon Canvas 2008.11 24.2”X32.3” 


Adolescent! Acrylic and Oilon Canvas 2008.8 24"X24" 


Lost Acrylic and Oilon Canvas 2008.6 59”’X36” 


Anticipation Acrylic and Oilon Canvas 2008.10 35.5°X24" 


Bowing out Acrylic and Oilon Linen 2008.11 48°X35.5” 


Perplexed Acrylic and Oilon Linen 2008.12 57°X39.5" 
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Exhausted Acrylic and Oilon Linen 2008.12 57"X39.5" 


Panicky Acrylic and Oilon Linen 2008.12 35.5"X47.75" 


Reach Forward Acrylic and Oilon Canvas 2008.6 
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